Exam Command Words!

Examiners word exam questions carefully
to ensure they are ‘testing’ the skills you
have learnt during KS3 and KS4…
However, students often lose marks in exams
either because they haven’t read the question
properly or because they haven’t fully
understood what the question requires them to
do in their answer.
If you understand the exam question fully, it will
help you understand what sort of answer is
required.

Exam Command Words!
So…once you understand the precise
meaning of exam question words and
phrases, you will be able to structure
your answer to ‘show off’ your
knowledge in the most effective way
and gain more marks in exams.

Exam Command Words!
Look at the exam questions below. These are all real questions that you
might find in your exams. Identify the exam command words that have
been used in each question.
12. Calculate an estimate of the mean
height. You must show your working.
[4 marks]

Describe one difference in the way the
melody is accompanied when played
the third time.
[1 mark]

3. Explain some of the thoughts
and feelings the writer has as she
cycles home.
[8 marks]

Question 2.
In what ways were the lives of Indians
affected by the arrival of white settlers
on the Great Plains?
Explain your answer.

‘UK weather is becoming more
extreme.’
Use Figure 8 and your own
knowledge to discuss this
statement.
[8 marks]

Exam Command Words!
Look at the questions below. These are all read exam questions that you might
find in your exams. Identify the exam command words that have been used in
each question.
Sports quiz programmes are often on
television.
State two other types of television programme
that promote or cover sport and give an
example of each.
(4 marks)

*1 The length of a rectangle is x cm.
The width of the rectangle is 3 cm less
than the length. The perimeter of the
rectangle is 40 cm.
Set up and solve an equation to work
out the length of the rectangle.
[4 marks]

3 (a) The dead plants in the nest decay.
The decaying process helps to keep the
eggs warm for many weeks.
Suggest how.
[3 marks]
Compare how the writers have
conveyed their different views
and experiences of the festival
and fair they describe.
[12 marks]
How has the writer structured the
text to interest you as a reader?
[8 marks]

Exam Command Words
• You have been given cards with some exam
commands and their definitions.
• Match the definition to the exam command
to see what the question is asking you to do.
Extension:
When you’ve matched all the definitions and
commands, try to decide which subjects you
would use each exam command in.
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