
From this….

To this….

And finally….



Lesson objective

• The aim of this lesson is to use film 
clips, lego and memory tests to help 
you understand more about what 
divorce is, who can have one and what 
Christianity has to say about it all.

• This will take two lessons to complete.



Lesson outcomes

ALL will be able to recall from memory the 
different Christian views about divorce

MOST will be able to express an opinion about 
divorce

SOME will be able to separate the Roman 
Catholic and Protestant teachings about 
divorce when completing the Plenary sheet



Why do 

some 

marriages 

FAIL?

Starter – complete the 
diagram



The facts about divorce –
True or False?

• 1. Anyone can have a divorce if they ask 
for it

• FALSE. You have to prove that your 
marriage has “broken down” and only a 
judge can grant the divorce.



The facts about divorce –
True or False?

• 2. The most common reason for divorce 
is “unreasonable behaviour”

• TRUE. Two other common reasons are 
adultery and desertion (where one 
partner leaves or has left the other)



The facts about divorce –
True or False?

• 3. Half of all marriages in the UK end in 
divorce

• FALSE. It’s not quite that bad! One 
third of all marriages end in divorce in 
the UK



The facts about divorce –
True or False?

• 4. More people got divorced in 2009 
than they did in 2008

• FALSE. The number of divorces in the 
UK is going down. 

• Why do you think this is?



Memory test

•Write down the four 
correct facts about 
divorce that we have 
just discussed.



Reasons for divorce
When people seek a
divorce they give many
reasons. Some of them are:

• “We aren’t really suited to each 
other.”

• “There’s no spark left, we don’t 
get excited by being together.”

• “She’s had an affair with her 
boss.”

• “We’ve fallen out of love.”

• “He hits me.”

• “She’s unreasonable.”

Task

a) Which of these 
reasons for divorce 
do you agree with 
the most and why?

b) Which of these 
reasons for divorce 
do you disagree 
with the most and 
why?



Mini-plenary

“Anyone can make a mistake – divorce 
should be allowed.” 

Do you agree with this statement? 
Write down two reasons to support 
your view.
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Sometimes divorce isnõt the only 
option. Watch the following clip 

carefullyé





Friends

1. Ross has already had two divorces and he 
does not want a third… what is the other 
option?

2. What do you think this means?



Key Words

Divorce Annulment

The legal ending of 
a marriage.

A declaration by the 
Church that a marriage 

never lawfully took 
place.



Hold on thoughé..

• Divorce is not an 
automatic right. 

• Only a judge in a 
court of law can 
grant one.

• And what if they 
don’t….?

Show clip from 18 mins to 28 mins



What happens in Vegas

• Why can’t Joy and 
Jack get an 
annulment?

• What does this 
clip teach us 
about divorce?



In Christian law, marriage is a sacred tradition.
However, a variety of denominations (groups within 
Christianity) have different approaches to divorce.

But before 
looking at the 
Church teachings 
on divorce it is 
important to note 
what Jesus said 
about divorce.

Write this down and 
explain what it means 
for Christians.

ËWhat God has joined together, 
no man can separate Ë

Mark ch10

Where have we seen 
this quote before?



Roman Catholics and Divorce

Divorce is wrong 
because I said òanyone 
who divorces his wife 
and marries another 

woman commits 
adultery.ó



Roman Catholics and Divorce

We also believe that marriage 
is an agreement with God that 
cannot be broken – “marriage 

cannot be dissolved by any 
human power for any reason 

other than death.”



Annulment

We will allow this though if….

ÅYou didn’t understand what you were 
doing

ÅYou were forced into the marriage
ÅYou haven’t had sex together
ÅYou or your partner haven’t been 

baptised

And your marriage will be cancelled 
(declared never to have taken place)



Roman Catholics and Divorce

Britney Spears got married in Las Vegas over the 

weekend, but the bashful bride was single again less 

than 12 hours later.

The pop star tied the knot early Saturday with Jason 

Allen Alexander at The Little White Wedding Chapel. 

Alexander was a childhood friend from Spears' 

hometown of Kentwood.

But 12 hours later the pair put the hook-up on hold as 

they arranged an annulment witnessed by several 

people, including a lawyer. The couple apparently took a 

joke too far by getting married after drinking heavily all 

day.

Ms. Spears and Mr. Alexander have filed for an 

annulment which will become official on Monday.



MEMORY TEST

DIVORCE = 

Now write down WHY….



Roman Catholics and Re -
marriage

I am the Pope. I 
believe that promises 

to God cannot be 
broken therefore I 

do not allow re-
marriage unless the 
marriage has been 

annulled.



MEMORY TEST

RE-MARRIAGE = 

Now write down WHY….
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ALL will be able to recall from memory the 
different Christian views about divorce
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The Church of England and 
divorce

I said “divorce is 
wrong except for 

marital 
unfaithfulness”
so we do allow 

divorce in certain 
circumstances.



The Church of England and 
divorce

After divorce, 
people might 

find happiness 
with a different 

partner

God is always 
ready to 

forgive sins, 
including the 
sin of divorce

People can 
make mistakes 

and 
relationships 
break down

These are 
other reasons 
why the 
Church of 
England will 
allow divorce 
in some 
circumstances



MEMORY TEST

DIVORCE = 

Now write down WHY….



The Church of England and 
Re- marriage

I am John Sentamu. I will 
sometimes allow the 
remarriage of divorced 
people in my church as I 
think when a marriage has 
broken down divorce is the 
lesser of two evils – in other 
words it would be more evil 
to make the couple stay 
together.

But you have to 
admit to your 

mistakes and promise 
to do better next 

time!



MEMORY TEST

RE-MARRIAGE = 

Now write down WHY….



Charles and Camilla

Prince Charles married the 
divorcée Camilla Parker 
Bowles in 2005. Had their 
adultery added to the 
failure of Camilla's first 
marriage? The Church 
thought so.

The royal couple could not 
marry in church. They had 
to marry in a civil ceremony, 
although church rules 
allowed their marriage to be 
blessed in church 
afterwards.
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Plenary

Complete as much of this sheet as you can!
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