
To watch the 
Simpsons episode 
ôMypods and 

boomsticksõ to 
understand how the 

media deals with 
community cohesion 
and issues of racism.



Grade C
All ðWill be able to describe 
how Muslims and other  
religions and races are 
portrayed in this episode.

Grade B
Most ðWill be able to 
explain, using examples, how 
this episode might promote 
community cohesion.

Grade A - A*
Some ðWill be able to 
evaluate, using examples, 
whether this episode might 
provoke racial tension.



Issues linked to 
community cohesion 

(racism, sexism etc...) 
are often used by the 

media to promote 
understanding as well 

as presenting 
interesting storylines 

for viewers. 

Can you think of any 
storylines (from soaps, 
films, dramas etc..) or 
examples (from songs, 

the radio, 
documentaries etc...) 
that deal with issues 
relating to community 

cohesion?
Make a list in your 

books...

Panorama ðHate on the doorstep
Film ðAmerican History X
Casualty ðWoman wouldn't be treated 
by black doctor
Film ðThis is England
Strictly come dancing ðracists 
comments
Big Brother ðRacists comments
Film ðMalcolm X
Vicar of Dibley ðWomen priests
Film ðGuess Who? 
Hollyoaks- racist teacher



The media 
sometimes 

tackles 
issues 

relating to 
community 

cohesion in a 
humorous 

way.

Think of 
ONE positive 

and ONE 
negative of 
presenting 

issues in this 
way...



The media 
sometimes 

tackles issues 
relating to 
community 

cohesion in a 
serious way.

Think of 
ONE positive 

and ONE 
negative of 
presenting 

issues in this 
way...



One of the main 
problems facing 
the media over 

issues of religion 
and community 
cohesion is the 

opinion that they 
are not presenting 

the full story. 

Many complaints are 
submitted claiming 

programmes are 
one sided or 

biased towards 
certain ethnic 

groups, religions 
and sexes.



Bart befriends a Muslim boy and invites him and his 
parents to dinner, only for Homer's paranoia to get 

the better of him, but when Homer goes over to their 
house to apologize, he sees the father with sticks of 

TNT and thinks he's going to blow up Springfield Mall.



Watch the following episode 
of The Simpsons...

Answer the questions on your sheet.

Remember to include as much detail as 
possible (ESPECIALLY EXAMPLES )...



Are women, religions and people 
from ethnic groups represented 

fairly in this episode?
Focus particularly on how Muslims 

are portrayed (positive and 
negative)

How might this episode promote 
community cohesion?

Think about the message it gives ð
especially towards the end.

Do you think this episode could 
provoke racial tension?

Think about how it might influence 
people.



Are women, religions and people from 
ethnic groups represented fairly in 

this episode?
Focus particularly on how Muslims are 

portrayed (positive and negative)

Yes ðThere are different religions 
represented ðe.g. Hindu-Apu, 

Buddhist -Lisa, Christian -Flanders, 
Muslim-new family, Jewish -Krusty .

Yes ðThe new Muslim family are shown 
to be welcoming and neighbourly ðe.g. 
Offer Bart dinner upon first meeting 

him.
No ðIt shows a stereotypical view of 

Muslims and Non-Muslims E.g. Homer 
assuming they are terrorists.


