
The aim of this lesson is 
to study Muslim 

teachings on clothing, 
worship and work to 
understand Muslim 

attitudes to equal rights 
for women.



Grades C
You will be able to use your 
memory and common sense to 
complete the table relating to 
the roles of women in Islam.

Grade B
You will be able to use 

information from the video clip 
to give 2 arguments for and 2 
against Muslim women wearing a 

veil.

Grade A-A*
You will be able to evaluate in 
detail, using examples, whether 

men and women are treated 
equally in Islam.



Look at the two women in this picture...
What are the arguments FOR and AGAINST what each woman has chosen to wear?
Discuss with the person next to you and list some ideas in the BACK of your book.



This quote can be found in the Hadith (a book containing the 
teachings of the prophet Muhammad).

What does this tell us about how the religion views men 
and women?

Islam teaches that men and women are equal and created by 
Allah.



In Islam men and women are 
seen as having DIFFERENT 

but EQUALLY important roles.

The Qur’an teaches that Allah 
made men STRONGER and so 

they should protect 
women...who in turn are 

required to have the children.



Roles of MEN 
and WOMEN 

in ISLAM

Men should 
protect 
women

Men and 
women should 
be educated 

equally

Men should 
provide for 
the family

Women should 
look after the 

home and 
family

Women do not 
have to go to 
the mosque 
for prayer.

Men and 
women should 

marry and 
have children

Women can 
only inherit 
half of what 

a man can

Men and women 
are equally 

responsible for 
bringing up 

their children

Men and 
women should 

work

Can you think of 
anything that BOTH
Muslim MEN and 
WOMEN should do?

Can you think of 
anything that only  
Muslim men OR
women should do?



Complete the following table... Using your memory and 
common sense 

Men and women have the 
SAME roles...

Men and women have 
DIFFERENT roles...

Men and women should marry and 
have children

Women can only inherit half of what 
a man can

Men and women should work Women do not have to go to the 
mosque for prayer.

Men and women are equally 
responsible for bringing up their 
children

Women should look after the home 
and family

Men and women should be educated 
equally

Men should provide for the family

Men should protect women

Muslim men and women
have the SAME roles...

Muslim men and women 
have DIFFERENT roles...



Grades C
You will be able 
to your memory 

and common 
sense to 

complete the 
table relating to 

the roles of 
women in Islam.



The Qur’an teaches that BOTH men and 
women should dress modestly...

Why do you think this is?

Modesty in dress between women and 
men helps Muslims to keep control and 

not to give in to sexual urges.

Why is this important?

Sex outside of marriage is forbidden in 
the Qur’an – it is a SIN!



1. Must wear loose 
clothing

2. Must be
covered from 
the navel to the 
knee in public

3. Must not wear 
tight or 
revealing 
clothing.



Women are also expected to dress modestly.

What this actually means differs amongst 
Muslims...

Å Some believe that a woman should always 
cover her face and body completely only 

showing her hands and feet (especially in the 
presence of men they are not related or 

married to. 

Å Others believe that covering your head and 
body is enough.

Å Finally some choose to cover only the body.

Hijab ("covering up" in Arabic) is a 
common sight among Muslim women 
in the West, a scarf that covers 
their hair and neck. 

Niqab (meaning "full veil“) 
consists a veil for the face -
leaving just a slit for the 
eyes, or covering them too 
with transparent material 
(Burqa). 

Tell the faithful women to lower their gaze and guard 
their private parts and not display their beauty 
except what is apparent of it, and to extend their 
scarf to cover their bosom   

Qur’an, 24:31 



http://www.truetube.co.uk/global/customs-and-
traditions/feminism-and-the-veil

What are the arguments for and against wearing the veil 
(hijab/Niqab/Burqa)?

FOR AGAINST
Gives you religious identity – symbol of 
faith

It is not religious but cultural

Protects women – stops them being 
harassed by men

It open women up to attacks – they are 
seen as a threat (religious stereotypes)

Gives the woman control over her body It isolates women

It is the woman's own choice Women are often forced by their family 
to wear it

It is not practical in life – to eat/work
etc...

It is sexist – men don’t have to wear one

FOR AGAINST
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Grade B
You will be able to 

use information 
from the video 
clip to give at 

least 2 arguments 
for and 2 against 

Muslim women 
wearing a veil.





http://news.bbc.co.uk/player/nol/newsid_6040000/newsid_6049700/6
049734.stm?bw=bb&mp=wm&news=1&ms3=6&ms_javascript=true&b

bcws=2

There is much controversy about 
covering...

Some argue that it is outdated 
and that any identification of 
religious belief in public should be 
discouraged in order to maintain an 
equal and unprejudiced society.

However, many Muslim women 
who wear the niqab/burqa or hijab 
believe that it gives them a degree 
of public privacy and acts as a 
symbol of their religious faith.

Watch the 
following clip...
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A Muslim teaching assistant, Aishah Azmi, 
suspended for wearing a veil in school told 
BBC radio that pupils "never complained" 
and said there had never been an issue 
about children having difficulty in 
understanding her talk through the 
garment. She said many of the pupils at the 
school were Muslim and would have been 
used to seeing their mothers wearing the 
veil.

Kirklees Council had asked her to take off 
her veil in class, but she told the Today 
programme she disputed their version of 
events. Azmi said she had always been 
willing to take her veil off in front of 
children, but had refused to do so in the 
presence of male colleagues.

A employment tribunal will consider the 
case.

Do you think the school 
was right to suspend the 
woman? Explain your 
answer.

Some countries believe 
that it is wrong for people 
to wear clothes in the 
workplace which highlight 
their faith. Do you agree?



In religious worship in the home, the family pray together with the father leading. 
However, in the mosque, women are separated from the men. 

Many modern Muslim women oppose this on the grounds that the Prophet encouraged 
men and women to worship in the mosque and that there were many female leaders in 

the early stages of Islam. 
The Hadith states:

ôThe search for knowledge is a duty of every Muslim, male or female.õ



Muslim women are free to 
work but women are 
entitled to expect that 
their husbands will provide 
for them even if they are 
wealthy. 

For this reason, men are 
given ‘a degree of 
advantage’ over women 
because they have the 
responsibility for providing 
for the family. 
Hence, women can only 
inherit half as much as 
men.



Complete the following...

Yes because...
- They have equal roles like working, 

getting married and starting a 
family, bringing up the children. 

- Both men and women are also 
entitled to education and to work. 

- Both men and women are expected 
to dress modestly.

No because...
- Men are expected to provide for 

and protect women.
- Women should look after the home 

and family.
- Women have to cover up more 

(Burqa/Hijab etc...)
- Men lead acts of worship
- Women don't have to go to the 

mosque to worship

Are men AND 
women treated 

equally in Islam?



Grade A-A*
You will be 

able to 
evaluate 

whether men 
and women are 

treated 
equally in 
Islam.



Using your mini whiteboards select a word for each 
blank space using the list of words provided.


