
Lesson objective

• The aim of this lesson is to 
use an independent study 
exercise to research 
information about what 
Muslims believe about life 
after death. 



Lesson outcomes

• ALL will be able to explain why Muslims believe in 
life after death and the differences of opinion 
within Islam on the topic.

• MOST will be able to give examples of how 
believing in life after death might affect the way 
a believer lives their life.

• SOME will be able to decide how believing in a 
bodily resurrection might affect the way you live 
your life. 



Starter - Key Letters

A letter will appear on the screen. You must think of a 
key word from the unit we are studying at the 

moment and write it on your white board. The side of 
the room that has the most correct answers after 

ten seconds wins!

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://clipart.peirceinternet.com/png/key1.png&imgrefurl=http://egwhite.religionblog.dk/2009-05&usg=__X0ckHb-8YJ0VzfCcsFYJVrp_0L4=&h=334&w=361&sz=21&hl=en&start=1&um=1&tbnid=DKVbJkO2E9oG7M:&tbnh=112&tbnw=121&prev=/images?q=key&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sedgefield-pri.durham.sch.uk/MainSite/Adults/images/Letters.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.sedgefield-pri.durham.sch.uk/MainSite/Adults/index.html&usg=__EUsqICCNCc2-TYA1oY_JAHRPdOA=&h=364&w=383&sz=7&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=cyVID-_dXMOJNM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=123&prev=/images?q=letters&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.superdairyboy.com/pictures/Smethport/magnetic_foam_alphabet_letters320.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.superdairyboy.com/Educational/alphabet_letters.html&usg=__JE3OjCWam20p4up4DCgrpLse4Wo=&h=328&w=320&sz=19&hl=en&start=17&um=1&tbnid=NoI_6AXpoWKs4M:&tbnh=118&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=letters&hl=en&um=1


The letter is…



The letter is…



The letter is…



The letter is…



The letter is…



What do Muslims believe about life after death?

Muslims believe in the resurrection of 
the body.

This is the belief that people stay in 
the grave until the last day of the 
world. Then on the last day, God will 
judge people on whether they have 
been good or bad Muslims. The Good go 
to heaven, the bad go to hell.

In what ways is this belief similar /different 
to the Christian view?

http://search.mywebsearch.com/mywebsearch/redirect.jhtml?qid=4EF52077143B97D3B76882515DF0320D&searchfor=judge&action=pick&pn=1&ptnrS=ZUxdm554YYGB&ss=sub&st=bar&cb=ZU&pg=AWimage&ord=0&redirect=mPWsrdz9heamc8iHEhldESpIF7NRSbCxHq3ipbMeK8AHlu/7iIPFf8GATqCzBeDUUKUgVdQgScq5GKkhKcd1HQ==&ct=AR


Task

• Muslims believe that the body is 
resurrected after death. Christians say 
it is the soul.

• How might this belief make Muslims act 
differently to Christians in how they 
live their life and what happens to the 
bodies of dead Muslims? Write down as 
many ideas as you can. 



Answer

• Muslims believe nothing should be 
removed from the body after death 
because the body will be resurrected on 
the last day, not the soul.

• No autopsies (if possible) or organ 
donation 

• Bodies must be buried, not cremated

• Face of the person facing Mecca and 
the plain of Arafat



Lesson outcomes

•SOME will be able to 
decide how believing in 
a bodily resurrection 
might affect the way 
you live your life. 



Task

• Use the coloured pieces of paper around the 
room to help complete side one of the sheet. 

• The questions will help you to understand 

a. what happens on the last day

b. why Muslims believe in life after death

c. some differences of opinion between 
different Muslims



On the last day the Angel Israfa’il will sound a 
trumpet and everything will end. The trumpet 
will be sounded again and everyone will be 
raised from the dead.

Then everyone will wait on the plain of Arafat 
to be judged by God.

http://uk.wrs.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTf2rg955Ja1cBqRxNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpc2ozM2gzBHBvcwM0BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1nu7s6ena/EXP=1235241312/**http:/uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?ei=UTF-8&p=muslim%20man&rd=r1&fr2=tab-web&fr=yfp-t-501&w=467&h=500&imgurl=static.flickr.com/3141/2648515881_f09d88f470.jpg&rurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/28307387@N04/2648515881/&size=131.4kB&name=Muslim+man+at+Haji+Ali,+Mumbai&p=muslim+man&type=JPG&oid=5d3518c224704464&fusr=Mumbaivasi&tit=Muslim+man+at+Haji+Ali,+Mumbai&hurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/28307387@N04/&no=4&tt=29,245&sigr=11lbbdshl&sigi=11ghckcfm&sigb=13638u5bk&sigh=11andjbit


There are some slightly different views amongst 
Muslims about afterlife and Judgement day...

Many Muslims think the soul stays with a dead body until 
judgement day .

Some Muslims think the soul will hover above the grave and 
will be aware of visitors.

Some Muslims think the soul will be questioned by angels 
and hover around the grave.

Some believe bad Muslims and good non- Muslims will go to 
heaven because God is merciful.

Some believe good Jews and Christians will go to heaven.



Why do Muslims believe in life after death?

The Qur’an teaches about life after death and 
Muslims believe this is the word of God.

Muhammad taught there was life after death.

Akhirah (life after death) is one of the 6 beliefs 
which all Muslims must believe.

Muslims believe life is a test and heaven is the 
reward for those who pass.

Belief in life after death gives life meaning and 
purpose.



Lesson outcomes

• ALL will be able to explain 
why Muslims believe in life 
after death and the 
differences of opinion 
within Islam on the topic.



How would believing in Life after 
Death affect Muslims?

• On the last day, those who have lived 
good lives will go to paradise, the rest 
to Hell. 

• Muslims believe nothing should be 
removed from the body after death 
because the body will be resurrected on 
the last day, not the soul.



Heaven or Hell?

• How can Muslims make sure they go to Heaven 
and not Hell?

• There are many rules that a Muslim must 
follow – some contained in the Five Pillars and 
others as well.

• How many can you guess from the pictures? 
Complete the boxes on the back of the sheet.



The Five Pillars

Hajj Fasting



The Five Pillars

Zakah Prayer 5 times a day



Other observances

Muslim dress code No gambling



Other observances

Halal food killed correctly No drinking alcohol



Lesson outcomes

• MOST will be able to give 
examples of how believing 
in life after death might 
affect the way a believer 
lives their life.



Lesson outcomes

• ALL will be able to explain why Muslims believe in 
life after death and the differences of opinion 
within Islam on the topic.

• MOST will be able to give examples of how 
believing in life after death might affect the way 
a believer lives their life.

• SOME will be able to decide how believing in a 
bodily resurrection might affect the way you live 
your life. 



Plenary

• How would Trevor 
MacDonald (a 
famous 
newsreader) sum 
up what you have 
learnt today in a 
maximum of 
fifteen seconds?


