


To focus on the 
structure of (a) and (c) 
type questions and to 
use peer marking to 
improve your exam 

technique.



Grade G-D
To give a reason with some development 

(e.g. a simple example).

Grade C
To give two developed reasons (further 

explanation and OR a detailed 
example).

Grade B
To give a third developed reason and 

some key words are included.

Grade A-A*
To give a fourth developed reason and 

key words are used appropriately 
throughout the answer.



Using the mini 
whiteboards define the 
meaning of the following 

KEY WORDS...



Sanctity of life

A - The idea that life must have some benefits 
for it to be worth living

B – The belief that life is holy and belongs to 
God

C – The painless killing of someone dying from 
a painless disease

The right answer is .... B



Quality of life

A – Only buying branded things such as Adidas 
and Nike

B – The idea that life is only good if you have 
lots of things

C – The idea that life must have some benefits 
for it to be worth living 

The correct answer is .... C



These questions give you 
2 marks just for knowing 
the key words and their 
meanings – EASY 

This means you MUST
learn ALL the key words 
for every unit as the (a) 
questions make up 10% 
of your exam.



Its SIMPLES...

These questions are 
for 2 marks – you get 
FULL marks for a 
correct definition .

If you give a 
definition that is 
PARTLY right you will 
get ONE mark.

How are they marked?



What is paranormal? (2 marks)

Unexplained things that are thought to 
have a spiritual cause.

Unexplained things caused by ghosts.

2 marks given for a correct definition 

1 mark given for a partly correct definition 



You now have 2 minutes to answer 
the following...

Please write out the question and 
leave space to answer before the 
timer starts.

What is an ABORTION? 

(2 marks)    

Now its YOUR turn...



The removal of a 
foetus or embryo 
from the womb

(worth 2 marks)



When a woman 
chooses not to have a 

baby 

(worth 1 mark)



These questions require you 
to explain religious 
teachings and beliefs 

about a topic we have 
studied. These questions 
are always worth 

8 MARKS each and 
contribute a large amount 
to your overall percentage 
– so you need to get these 
spot on!



Its SIMPLES...

These type of questions are 

worth 8 marks.

You get 2 marks for a 
developed reason. Four 
developed reasons gets 

you 8 marks.

How are they marked?



Have a go at marking...

Look at the following 
answers and give them a 

mark out of 8.

Remember what makes a 
good answer!



Explain how their beliefs about the Sanctity of Life 
affect what Christians believe about abortion (8 marks)

Christians believe that life is a special 
gift from God because it says so in the 
Bible. So Roman Catholics would say 
abortion is always wrong because it’s 
murder.



This is worth…..

What was missing from the 
answer?



Explain how their beliefs about the Sanctity of Life 
affect what Christians believe about abortion (8 marks)

All Christians believe in the Sanctity of Life. This 
means that life is a gift from God and should be 
protected and respected. Christians also believe that 
only God is able to take back the gift of life and that 
all our lives have a purpose.

Because of this most Christians say that abortion is 
wrong because you are ending a life without God’s 
permission. Roman Catholics are really strict and don’t 
allow it at all; Church of England will allow it in some 
cases where it is the lesser of two evils.



This is worth…..

Were the reasons developed?



Explain how their beliefs about the Sanctity of Life 
affect what Christians believe about abortion (8 marks)

Roman Catholics don’t believe that abortion is ever 
right. They think it is murder and the Bible says 
“Thou shalt not kill”. They believe this is true even if 
the life of the mother is at risk because they say 
that the life of the foetus is equal to the life of the 
mother because God has a purpose for every life.

The Church of England are not as strict. They still think 
abortion is wrong, but there are some circumstances 
where they will allow it such as rape or where the 
baby will be severely handicapped. This is because 
having an abortion would be less wrong than having 
the baby and this is called the lesser of two evils.



This is worth…..

Why does this answer not get 8? 
What is missing?



Explain how their beliefs about the Sanctity of Life 
affect what Christians believe about abortion (8 marks)

The sanctity of life is a Christian belief that life is precious and comes from God. 
This means that only God can give life and take life away, and also that all life 
has a purpose that only God knows.  Christians believe this because the Bible 
says that human beings are created in God’s image and that we are more valuable 
to God than sparrows.

Roman Catholics follow this teaching very strictly. They believe that life begins at 
conception and so abortion is murder because you are trying to end a life that is 
not yours to end; also the Bible says “Thou shall not kill”. They also believe that 
there is no circumstance when abortion is OK, even if the life of the mother is at 
risk. This is because they believe God is in charge and knows the purpose of our 
lives.

The Church of England are not as strict. They still believe that abortion is wrong 
because life should be protected but they also believe in the “lesser of two 
evils”. This is where having the baby would be a worse decision for the baby or 
the mother than having an abortion so an abortion is the most loving thing to do. 
The circumstances that the Church of England will allow an abortion are 
following rape, if the mothers life is at risk or if the baby is going to be severely 
handicapped.



This is worth…..

but would you change anything?



Explain how their beliefs about the Sanctity of Life 
affect what Christians believe about abortion (8 marks)

Christians believe that abortion is wrong.

This gets you NOTHING!



Structure is important but depends on the 
question.

If the question asks you to contrast the 
beliefs of two different Christian groups, 

then split your reasons to 2 and 2.

If the question asks how a teaching would 
then affect how a believer acts, then a 1 
and 3 split or a 2 and 2 split might be 

appropriate.



You now have 12 minutes 
to answer the following...

“Explain why some 
Christians agree with 
abortion and some do 
not.”

Now its YOUR turn...



PEER MARKING

Swap books with the person next to 
you.

1. Mark their (c) answer giving them 
a mark out of 8. Do this carefully 
by counting up the reasons and 
how developed they are. 

2. Using the mark scheme at the 
front of your books give your 
partner a number and a letter.

PLEASE DO NOT MARK IN RED!



Grade G-D
To give a reason with some development 

(e.g. a simple example).

Grade C
To give two developed reasons (further 

explanation and OR a detailed 
example).

Grade B
To give a third developed reason and 

some key words are included.

Grade A-A*
To give a fourth developed reason and 

key words are used appropriately 
throughout the answer.



On your post-it 
write down ONE 
TOP TIP for 
answering (c) 
type questions.

Now place the post-it on 
the progression TREE.

RED (bottom of tree)

I am not feeling confident with 
(c) type questions

YELLOW (middle of tree) 

I am feeling OK with (c) type 
questions

GREEN (top of tree) 

I am feeling confident with the 
(c) type questions


