
The aim of this lesson is 
to use the Lego Bible and 

the Vicar of Dibley to 
help you answer an exam 
question about Christian 
attitudes to the role of 

women.



Grades C
You will be able to explain what 

can be learnt from the bible 
about the role of women in 

Christianity

Grade B
You will be able to identify why 

different Christian 
denominations hold different 
beliefs about women church 

leaders.

Grade A - A*
You will be able to decide 

whether you agree or disagree 
with the views of Anthony 
Kennedy and explain why.



Explain different Christian attitudes 
to the role of women.

(?? Marks)

STARTER
What can  you remember?

1. What type of question is this? ( a,b,c or d)

2. How many marks are these type of questions worth?

3. What are the important words in this question?

4. What do you think is the most important thing to 
remember when answering these type of questions?



How does Christianity view the 
role of women?

Are women equal to men in 
Christianity?

This lesson will look to answer 
these questionsé



The bible says YESé

The book of Genesis in the Old 
Testament shows us thisé



òGod 
created 
man in 
his own 
imageé



émale and female, he created them.ó
Genesis 1:27



What does this teach about the role of 
women according to Christianity?

Answer this on your sheeté

God created man and woman to be equal. 
They should not be treated any 

differently. 

They have equal roles.



The bible also says NOé
The teaching of St.Paul in the 
New Testament shows us 
thisé



òBut I would have you know, that the head            
(i.e. authority) of every man is Christé 

JESUS 
CHRIST



éand the head of the woman is the mané

To be in charge of 
the woman is to 

be the 
womanéisn't it?



éand the head of Christ is Godó

Cor 11:3 - 10

Whoõs the 
daddyé?





òWives, be subject to your husbands as you are to 
the Lordéó

Ephesians 5:21 - 30

My LORDé
Damn 
righté!





I permit no women to teach or have authority over 
men, she is to keep silent.

SHUT ITé
you crazy 
foolé

BOSS



What do these quotes teach about the 
role of women according to 

Christianity?

Answer this on your sheeté

Men are superior to women

Men are in charge of women

Women should speak when spoken to

A womanõs role is to serve her husband



éand he wasnõt the only early Christian 
who had it in for womené

Martin Luther (1484-1546) had this to 
sayé



Women should remain at home, sit still, keep house 
and bear and bring up childrené

At last 
a babyé 
my work 
here is 
done!



éif a women grows weary and at least dies from 
child bearing it matters not. Let her die from 
bearing ðshe is there to do it.

I'm a goneré



Jesus treated women with great respect, 
even though he lived in a male 

dominated society.

Jesus had many female followers and he 
taught and helped them just as he did 

men.

He did only choose male disciplesé

Why do you think this was? 

Was Jesus sexist?



Christian attitudes to equal rights for 
women cannot be discussed without 
looking at the debate within the 
Christian church surrounding WOMEN
being CHURCH LEADERS (i.e. priests, 
vicars, ministers).

NO WOMENéIT 
SAYS SO RIGHT 

HEREé



Until the late 1980õs all 
vicars/priests were male.

A Church synod (council) decided 
that women could be 
ordained(become church leaders). 

The Church changed in response to 
a changing society.

Some vicars left the Church in Protest .

The Pope in 1994 wrote a letter saying that 
women could not become priests. It was 
inappropriate and broke with tradition.



It is only recently that 
some churches have 
allowed women to 
become ministers or 
vicars (including the 
Church of England in 
1994) but others, such 
as the Roman Catholic 
Church, will still not 
allow this.



Answer these in the BACK of your booksé

Look out for the arguments FOR and 
AGAINST women becoming church 

leaders as you will use these arguments 
later!





Why is David Horton so surprised when 
the new vicar arrives?

How does he respond?





What argument does David Horton put 
forward AGAINST women being 
vicars/priests?

Do you think this argument is a good 
one? ðExplain your answer





What argument is given AGAINST the 
idea of women vicars in this clip?

What argument is given FOR the idea of 
women vicars?



Modern Protestants think 
thaté. 

Men and women have equal 
rights and they have 
women ministers and 

priests

Becauseé
ÅGod created men and 

women at the same time 
and equal.

ÅJesusõ message was for 
all. He taught equality.
ÅTradition is based on the 

past when society was 
male dominated. Times 

have changed.

Roman Catholics think 
thaté

Men and women have 
equal rights and they can 

have any role in the 
church but they canõt be a 

priest or bishop .

Becauseé
ÅThe Bible says that men 
and women were created 

equally by God.
ÅOnly men can be priests 

because the Pope said 
women priests broke with 

tradition.

Traditional Protestants 
think thaté

Men and women have 
separate and different 

roles and so cannot have 
equal rights

Becauseé
ÅSt Paul says women 

should not speak in church
ÅHe had only male 

disciples. He spoke to and 
taught women but he 

never gave them any power 
or authority.
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