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To  study historical 
events to understand 
how and why gender 

roles have changed in 
the UK.

Emmeline Pankhurst - an 
English political activist and 

leader of the British 
suffragette movement



Grade C
All ðWill be able to 
describe the change in 
gender roles in the UK.

Grade B
Most ðWill be able to 
explain some reasons why 
gender roles have 
changed over the years. 

Grade A - A*
Some -Will be able to 
reflect upon whether 
gender inequality still 
exists in the UK.



Listen to the following words carefully...

Using your mini whiteboards quickly 
decide if you associate this word with a 

man or a woman.

It is important to decide quickly and to 
go with your gut reaction.





Look at the lists of words 
in each column...

Do you think that is a 
fair description of each 
of the sexes?

Can you suggest other 
words which ought to 
appear in each column.

This lesson we will be 
looking at how the 
differences between men 
and women are portrayed 
and how the roles of men 
and women have changed 
over the years.



Watch the following clip and 
consider the different roles 
played by men and women in 

the clip. 

What expectations do each 
sex have of the other? 

How do the men in the clip 
view the role of a woman?

How do the women view the 
men?





Watch the following clip and consider the 
different roles played by men and 

women in the clip. 

What expectations do each sex have 
of the other? 

How do the men in the clip view the 
role of a woman?

How to the women view the men?

Do you think this is an accurate 
judgement? ðare men and women 

really that different?

Is there anything that men 
can/should do that women 

can't/shouldn't? What about vice 
versa? 



Please set your book up in the following way...

Gender roles in the 
UK

In past...

The present...

MAKE 
NOTES 
HERE!

Changing attitudes to gender roles in the UK



Until the 
middle of 
the 20th 

Century most 
people 

thought a 
woman's role 

in society 
was to stay 
at home and 
look after 

the child ren.

A century 
ago only 
15% of 
married 
women 
worked 
outside 

the home.



Before 1918 no women 
were not allowed to 

vote. Many fought and 
risked their lives to 

ensure women got this 
right.

1918 
women over 30 allowed 

to vote
1928 

women over 21 allowed 
to vote
1967 

everyone over 18 
allowed to vote



What changed?
During the 2 
World Wars 
attitudes to 
the roles of 

women changed 
because women 
had to do the 
work of men 
who had gone 
off to fight.

After each 
war ended 
womenõs 

organisations 
campaigned 

for equal 
rights for 

women.

Other major 
developments which 

have brought
about change in the 
rights and roles of 

for women
have been the 

contraceptive pill 
and the growth of

the feminist 
movement in the 

1960s.


