
To study the different 
types of prayer and to 

understand how 
unanswered prayers 
might lead people to 

reject a belief in God.



GRADE C
All ðWill be able to recall the 
different types of prayer and 
to recognise these within the 
Lords Prayer.

GRADE B
Most ðWill be able to select 
statements from an atheist 
and a theist relating to 
unanswered prayers and give 
their own opinion on this.

GRADE A/A*
Some ðWill be able to give 
their own opinion on 
unanswered prayers and 
suggest why some people might 
disagree with them.



Which of these statements do you most agree with and why?

1. Prayer is pointless.

2. Prayer is something everyone will do at least once in 
their lifetime.

3. You have to be in a church to pray.

4. God answers the prayers of good people more than 
those of bad people.

5. Prayer is a way of getting what you want without having 
to work for it.

6. People pray because it makes them feel better, not 
because it helps.

7. It is better to use complicated words when you pray as 
it is more religious.

8. Prayer is talking to God and sharing your life with Him.

9. If you pray for something 3 times it will come true.

10. It is best to pray with your hands held together and 
your eyes closed.

So what is Prayer?

Write your OWN 
definition in your 

books.



Prayer is an effort to 
communicate with God, 

either to offer praise, to 
make a request, or simply to 
express one's thoughts and 

emotions. 



Praise or Adoration



Thanksgiving



Saying sorry or Confession



Asking for or 

Supplication

Aaaargh!

Help! Save 

me!



There are four main types of prayer.

ACTS

ADORATION

CONFESSION

This is where Christians say
sorry for their sins.

C =

This is where Christians praise God

and tell Him how great He is.

A =

Each of the initial letters for the 
types of prayer make up the 
wordé 

ACTSACTS



ACTS

THANKSGIVING

SUPPLICATION

This means asking for Godôs help.
If these prayers are said on behalf of 

others, they are called prayers of 
óintercessionô.

S =

This involves thanking God for His 

gifts.

T =

ACTSACTS

Jesus asked his followers to pray and he 

too prayed - such as the night before he 

died.



Prayer is...

Adoration Confession

SupplicationThanksgiving



Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done

On earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against 
us

And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For thine is the kingdom

And the power and the glory

For ever and ever

Amen

Try to highlight the 
different types of prayer 
within the Lordõs prayer. 

REMEMBER: ACTS

Use four different 
colour to highlight these 
and be sure to include a 
KEY!



Many THIEST believe that PRAYERmakes them feel closer to God. 

Many THEISTS will feel a sense of deep inner peace or wonder when 
praying.

If peopleõsPRAYERS are answered then their belief in God will 
strengthen ðFor example if a loved one who was ill was miraculously 
cured

How might a THIEST use PRAYER to prove that God 
exists?

Discuss this with the person next to and try to come up 
with at least ONE idea...



An ATHEIST may feel that if a loving God existed, then he would surely 
answer prayers. 

Many people experience pain and suffering and God seems to do nothing 
about it; this makes it easy to reject belief in Him.

Praying all over the world from billions of people seems to make no 
difference to the pain and suffering caused to people.

How might an ATHEIST use 
unanswered prayers to argue that 
God does not exist ?

Discuss this with the person next 
to and try to come up with at least
ONE idea...



Read each of the speech bubbles carefully. Next to each one decide 
whether you think it is the view of a THEIST or an ATHEIST.

Then give YOUR OPINION on unanswered prayers.



In his best known prayer ("The Lord's 
Prayer") Jesus taught Christians to call 
God "Our Father in heaven". 

Christians believe like a loving father, 
God listens to prayers and always gives 
his best. 

Sometimes, this may not always be 
exactly what they want - sometimes even 
a loving parent has to use the word no !

Give three examples of PRAYERS God 
might say no to and explain WHY



Christians believe that God listens to and answers 
their prayers. 

Christians understand that this may not always be 
done in the way that they want or that sometimes 
that which has been prayed for is simply cannot be 
given.



What happened when Bruce 
said ôYESõ to every prayer?

What does this tell us about 
the way God answers 

prayers ?

Time:55:00 (5 min clip)



What can we learn about God from the 
prayers he chooses to answer and how He 
chooses to answer them?




