
What do the 

following 

pictures have in 

common?

























Think about what you have 
just seené

Write your own definition of the 
following wordsé

Evil

Suffering

Anything wrong or bad; an act or force 
that causes suffering or harm.

To feel pain; to be hurt or 
harmed in some way. 



To use case studies to 
define the different 
types of evil and to 

understand the problem 
this causes for theists.



All ðWill be able to explain 
the difference between 
moral and natural evil using 
examples.

Most ðWill be able to 
explain how the existence 
of evil causes a problem 
for theists.

Some - Will be able to 
raise difficult questions 
linked to the problem of 
evil and suffering as well 
as offering possible 
solutions to these 
questions.



There are TWO types of Evilé
Can you work out what they are from the picture clues 
below?



Copy the following table into your books



MORAL EVILé
This is EVILand
SUFFERING caused by 
human beings and the 
choices we make.

This type of EVILcan be 
prevented or stopped. 

EXAMPLES: Think of 
many examples as you can 
in 2 minutes and put them 
in your table.



NATURAL EVILé
This type of EVIL and
SUFFERING is caused by 
nature and natural disasters .

This type of EVILcannot be 
prevented and very rarely 
stopped .

EXAMPLES: Think of many 
examples as you can in 2 
minutes and put them in your 
table.



Are their any 
examples that 
you can think of 
that may fall into 
both the moral 
and natural EVIL
categories?



All ðWill be able to 
explain the 
difference between 
moral and natural 
evil using examples. 



Suffering raises lots of questions...

Can you think of a question a person may raise if the witness or experience 
some kind of suffering?

Why did 
this 

happen?

Whoõs fault is 
it?

Could it have 
been 

prevented?

These question lead many people to question the existence of God. Many 
ATHEISTS believe that evil and suffering proves that God cannot exist.



Fill in the worksheet ð
ôEvil and Suffering-
The problem for 
THEISTSõ by 
completing the 
unfinished sentences 
in some of the boxes.

What 
problem?



God is believed to be OMNI -BENEVOLENT, OMNIPOTENT and 
OMNISCIENT .

If God is OMNI -
BENEVOLENT he would...

Not want us to feel pain 
and WANT to remove 

evil and suffering. 

If God is OMNISCIENT he 
would...

KNOW how to remove or 
prevent evil and 

suffering .

If God is OMNIPOTENT 
he would...

BE ABLE to remove or 
prevent evil and 

suffering.

Therefore BOTH God and 
Evil...

CANNOT EXIST

Evil and Suffering 
DOES exists!

Therefore God... 

CANNOT EXIST



Most ðWill be 
able to explain 
how the 
existence of 
evil causes a 
problem for 
theists.







On December, 26, 2004 
the massive earthquake 
and tidal waves that 
struck the Indian Ocean 
shorelines caused the 
death of thousands and 
the suffering of millions 
of people. 

What type of Evil is this?
This is an example of 
NATURAL SUFFERING . 
Suffering caused by a 
natural event which no 
human has control over. 

Think of 2 questions you 
would ask a religious 
believer after this 
tragedy.




