


To study 
Thomas 
Aquinasõ 
argument 
from 
CAUSATION 
as an 
argument for 
the existence 
of God.

(SAINT) Thomas Aquinas= a 
13th Century Catholic priest, 
theologian and philosopher.



GRADE C
All ðWill be able to 
give a basic outline of 
the argument from 
causation
GRADE B
Most ðWill be able to 
explain the argument 
using the principle of 
cause and effect.

GRADE A/A*
Some ðWill be able to 
evaluate arguments 
both for and against 
this argument proving 
Godõs existence. 



Lets play a game....

Look at the 
following images 

carefully and try to 
work out WHAT 

HAPPENED FIRST!

What CAUSED it?



Wayne Bridge refuses to shake John Terryõs 
hand...



Egypt has kept most of the 50 kilometre
coastline off the Red Sea resort of Sharm El-
Sheikh closed to swimmersé



Explosion  on a London bus killing 14 peopleé



Cheryl and Ashley Cole end their marriage 
after 3 and half years togetheré



Make a list in the BACK 
of your books of FIVE 
things - explain how 
each one was CAUSED 
to come in to being.

For example...

An ice cube ðwater 
frozen in a freezer.

Can you think of 
anything that 
does not have a 
CAUSE?



Causation: ôThe argument 
that everything must have 
been started off (caused) 
by something else .õ

Think about the starter activity ðEVERYTHING has a 
logical CAUSE!



This argument also relies on something 
called ôcause and effectõ. 
Everything that happens (effect) must 
have something that has made it happen 
(cause). 

DOMINOS - for a row of dominos to fall (EFFECT) they 
would need the first domino to be pushed (CAUSE) to set in 
motion a chain of causes (one domino falls onto the next 
which falls onto the next etc...)



1.
Nothing 

happens by 
itself, 

everything 
needs a 
cause

2. 
Therefore 

the 
universe 

must have 
a cause.

3. 
Only God 

could have 
caused a 

universe to 
come 
about.

4.
Therefore , 

as the 
universe 
exists, 

there must 
be a God.

The Causation Argument is also known as the 
COSMOLOGICAL argument. It was first put forward by a 
Medieval Christian thinker called THOMAS AQUINAS 
(SAINT)







Design a revision card to help you to revise the 
CAUSATION argument.

You can set it out however you want to (mind map, 
diagrams, bullet points, pictures etc...)

You MUST include...
Å A basic overview of the argument

Å Cause and Effect.
Å St Thomas Aquinas suggested it.
Å His 3 main points and his conclusion.

Å Reasons why this might lead to a belief in God

You should also leave room to include criticisms of 
the argument (we will look at these later in the 

lesson).



In the exam you may be required to argue both FOR and AGAINST 
the design argument proving Godõs existence.

Try to come up with at least ONE argument for each side.

AGAINST ðIt DOES NOT
prove that exists.

FOR ðIt proves that God 
DOES exist.

Think of what we have looked at over the past two 
lessons. 

Can you come up with TWO arguments FOR and TWO 
arguments AGAINST.

AGAINST ðIt DOES NOT 
prove that God exists

FOR ðIt proves that God 
DOES exist.

If EVERYTHING needs a cause then 
God must need a cause.

The argument makes sense ðsomething 
cannot come from nothing ðeverything 
needs a CAUSE.

Science says that matter is eternal so 
was never created or caused.

The argument fits with science ðcause 
and effect ðmaybe God caused the Big 
Bang.

Even if there was a FIRST CAUSE ð
why does it have to be God?

Everything needs a beginning including 
the universe ðthe only thing omnipotent 
enough to start the universe is God.



Decide whether the following are from the DESIGN 
argument or the CAUSATION argument...


