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To watch the
programme Father
Ted' to understand
how the media can

influence a persons
belief in God.



OUTCOMES...

Grade C
All - Will be able to give basic
reasons how Father Ted might

influence a persons belief in
God.

- Will be able to give
detailed reasons how and why
Father Ted might influence a
persons belief in God.

Grade A-A*

Some -Will be able to evaluate
whether Father Ted has
influenced their own beliefs
about God.

Your GOALS ffor

the end of
this lesson are...
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What do we mean by

‘THE MEDIA'?
Make a list in the back of B MENSEC.. T T
your books of all the 0% Y WEBSITE .
forms of media you can
think of.

Do you think the
media influences the
way people think?

Explain your answer - try
to include an EXAMPLE Repd o Th Fnry T PO ox 1859 land Heghs, O 4118




e media can have a
powerful influence
over our lives

without us even
realising it!

Most people have
the radio or TV on
at some Eoin’r every
day and the internet
now allows people to
access the media EEALITY-TN

wherever whenever.




DIt 0T the course
you need TWO examples of
media programmes that
might affect a person's
attitude to belief in God

These can be radio shows, TV
shows or films.

Songs of Praise
Vicar of Dibley

Father Ted
Bruce Almighty
The Matrix

Da vinci Code
Soaps
Everyman

The One Show
The Simpsons
Family Guy
Futurama

The Chronicles of Narnia

I

HICKEL

WAIT! GO BACK... ow!

| SAW A GOOP SHOW MY HAND'S
AROUND CHANNEL STARTING TO
350-SOMETHING... CRAMP UP!

The "joy" of 500-channel digital cable

Aeprinted from The Funny Times / PO Box 18630 / Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
phone: (216) 371-8600 / e-mail: #& funnytimes. com



A few programmes
are directed at
religious believers
offering them
worship and
teaching (e.g. Songs
of Praise) - these
are usually found on
TV in the '‘God Slot".

When do you think
the God Slot is?

Shows like - Songs of Praise, The
Big Questions, The Heaven and
Earth Show, and The Andrew
Marr show are shown during this
Time.




Many more are
also of interest
to non-believers.
These can be
comedy shows

such as The Vicar
of Dibley and
documentary
shows such as
Everyman.




Other programmes are
less obviously connected
with religion but could
still affect a viewers
attitude or belief in God.

Can you think of any
examples?

A lot of soaps feature
characters who are
religious (Dot Cotton) or
sometimes have a
storyline about religion
(The Masoods and their
Muslim son revealing he
was homosexual)
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When it comes to
representing
religion, some

programmes show
religious belief as
a positive thing to
be encouraged -
They may show
that the belief in
God can benefit a
person and fulfil
their life.

What are the
positives and
negatives of

shows like this?
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X Comallg Gertah

A British sitcom
about a small
island of f the west
coast of Ireland.
Three priests. One
housekeeper. A
bunch of nuns -
and the most
consistently awful
weather on the

planet. Welcome to

the world of
Father Ted!




Watch the following
episode of Father Ted...

Answer the following questions on your sheet. Remember to include
as much detail as possible (ESPECIALLY EXAMPLES)...

Outline the programme and episode
(What is Father Ted? What is the episode about?)

How might it encourage some people to believe in God?
(How does Father Ted encourage people to believe in God?)

How might it encourage some people not to believe in God?
(How does Father Ted encourage people not to believe in God?)

Did it affect your belief in God?
(YES/NO? - You must explain WHY using EXAMPLES)




ave you included enough detail?...
Outline the programme and episode

Programme = Sitcom about 3 Catholic priests
living in a remote village in Ireland.

Episode = Father Ted aims to bring justice to
a promiscuous milkman who is sleeping with
all the women in the village. He gets him
fired and Father McGuire (Dougal) takes
over.




enough detail?...

How might it encourage some people to believe in God?

« It shows that religion deals with moral issues aE‘propr‘ia‘rely
(promiscuity and adultery) - e.g. Pat Mustard the milkman.

« It shows religious people have a strong sense of right and wrong -
e.g. Ted confronts Pat Mustard about his promiscuity.

« It shows religious people to be helpful - e.g. Dougal jumps at the
chance to help out and become the milkman.

* It shows religious people have a sense of humour and it doesn't
always have to be serious - e.g. the whole show presents religions
issues in a comical way.

« It shows religious people have a strong sense of community - e.qg.
Father Ted calls the other priests for help.

« It shows that good can overcome evil - e.g. Pat Mustard get what
e deserves and Dougal is not hurt.

« It shows the power of prayer - e.g. the priest pray for Dougal and
he escapes unharmed.




ave you included enough detail?...
How might it encourage some people not to believe in God?

« It shows Catholic priests acting inappropriately - e.g. Father
Jack swearing

* It gives the impression that religious people are not very
bright - e.g. Father Dougal and his blackboard.

« Tt brings up flaws in religious beliefs - e.g. Catholics
attitude to contraception.

« It belittles the work of religious leaders - e.g. Dougal says
that he does nothing.

« It shows religious people as crazy, dangerous drunks - e.g.
Father Jack and his brick

* It shows religion as outdated - e.g. they have very outdated
views on things like contraception

« It shows religion to be useless in tfimes of need - e.g. the
only thing the priest can do to help dougal is pray and
perform Mass.




Do you think programmes about

religion can affect your
belief in God?

Give two reasons for your point
of view.

4marks

Think about what you have looked
at in todays lesson.

Make one POINT with an
EXAMPLE that you could use
when answering this exam
question.



