
Explain why the design argument leads 
some people to believe in God.

(?? Marks)

STARTER
What can  you remember?

1. What type of question is this? (a,b,c or d)

2. How many marks are these type of questions 
worth?

3. What do you think is the most important thing to 
remember when answering these type of 

questions?





To use William 
Paley's comparison 
of the world to a 
watch to aid in the 
understanding of the 
design argument.

William Paley = A 
British Christian 18th

century philosopher



GRADE C
All–Will be able to re-
tell a basic version of 
Paleyõs comparison of a 
watch to the world.

GRADE B
Most ðWill be able to 
identify the reasons why 
Paley came to the 
conclusions he did. 

GRADE A/A*
Some ðWill be able to 
evaluate if the design 
argument can prove the 
existence of God.



William Paley and the WATCH

William Paley was a philosopher who used 
the idea of a WATCH to explain why he 
believed God created the world.

So what did Paley sayé.?



Here is what PALEY said:-

Imagine you take a walk in the 
countryside...



You come across a stone lying on 
the groundé

hƻƻƻ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜΧ Iƻǿ 
did it get to be here?

STONE

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΧ



You then come across a beautiful watch lying 
on the groundé

hƘ Ƴȅ DƻŘΧŀ ²!¢/IΧƛǘ Ŏŀƴǘ 
have appeared out of thin 
ŀƛǊΧ

It must have 
had a 
designer !!!

Unlike the STONEéThe watch was complex and 
ordered and had a specific purpose. Paley said 
because of this it MUST have had a DESIGNERé



Paley then compared the world

to a watch…



Paleyõs CONCLUSIONé

Paley concludes that the universe is far 
more complex than a watch.

SUPERIOR



If a watch needs a watchmaker 
(DESIGNER)é



Then the UNIVERSE needs a 
UNIVERSE maker (DESIGNER)é



Paley argued that this universe 
maker has to be GOD.

GOD



Make links between the following words to 
re-tell Paley’s argument...

WATCH

WORLD

DESIGNER

GOD



GRADE C
All–Will be able 
to re-tell a 
basic version of 
Paleyõs 
comparison of a 
watch to the 
world.



Lets break down his argument...

Paley’s argument relies on 
TWO key points...

1.ORDER cannot come 
from CHAOS.

2. If something has a 
PURPOSE it must 
have a DESIGNER.



How was the 
example of a 

JIGSAW used to 
help explain that 

order cannot come 
from chaos?



ORDER in the WORLD
What examples of ORDER are there in the world?

(discuss for 2 minutes with the person next to you)

The 4 seasons
The ozone layer

The atmosphereGRAVITY

¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƻǊōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ

¢ƘŜ  ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ
The water cycle



If something 
has a 

PURPOSE it 
must have a 

DESIGNER..
.



WhatéEverything?
What about TOILET PAPER???...

YEP…

This was invented by Joseph 
Gayetty in 1857. Before his 
invention people tore pages out of 
newspapers (OUCH) and leaves 
were often used. Walter Alcock 
later invented toilet tissue on a 
roll. J

What's its PURPOSE???



Alsoé

The Sandwich…

This was invented by John 
Montagu (the 4th Earl of 
Sandwich) in 1762. He is 
reported to have been too 
busy for a proper meal, and 
instructed his cook to pack 
the meat inside two pieces of 
bread to save time –and the 
sandwich was born.

What's its PURPOSE???



!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΧ

Give 3 examples of 
things from the 
human body that 
Paley would argue 
had been designed 
for a purpose

Some people (including 
Paley) argue that the 
body is so unique and 
works so well that it 
must have had a 
designer… Christians 
believe this to be God. 



For EXAMPLEé

Some might say our eyes have been 
precisely designed for seeing…

Muscles

pupil

retina

Optic 

nerve





How did he come to this conclusion...?

Use the words ORDER, CHAOS and 
PURPOSE in your answer.

http://www.customsigngenerator.com/


GRADE B
Most ðWill be 
able to identify 
the reasons why 
Paley came to 
the conclusions 
he did. 



In the exam you may be required to argue both FOR and AGAINST 
the design argument proving God’s existence.

Try to come up with at least ONE argument for each side.

AGAINST ðIt does not prove 
that God does not exist.

FOR ðIt proves that God 
does NOT exist.

Think of what we have looked at over the past two 
lessons. 

Can you come up with TWO arguments FOR and TWO 
arguments AGAINST.

No ðthis argument does NOT 
prove God exists

YES ðThis argument DOES 
prove God exists

No designer would have created a world 
with natural evil (e.g. Volcanoes, 
earthquakes etc...)

There is plenty evidence that the 
universe has been designed (Laws of 
science such as gravity, DNA, the 
human body etc...)

Science can explain the appearance of 
design without needing God.

Order cannot come from chaos –the 
world is too ordered (e.g. The 4 
seasons) to not have been designed.

Even if the world does have a designer –
why does this designer have to be God?

If something has been designed it must 
have a designer –the only thing 
omnipotent enough to be this designer 
is God.



GRADE A/A*
Some - Will be 
able to evaluate if 
the design 
argument can 
prove the 
existence of God.



Explain why the design argument leads 
some people to believe in God.

(8 Marks)

PLENARY
REMEMBER: When answering (c) questions you must give 4 
POINTS and then EXPAND/EXPLAIN or give and EXAMPLE  

for each point. PEPE x2

What 4 points would you make when answering this question?

(make a simple list of the 4 POINTS you think are the most 
important!)


