
DID YOU KNOW:

To be infertile means being unable to have a baby. 

Up to 14% of UK couples who want to have children suffer from fertility problems 
and for many of them it brings great emotional pain.

To use independent 
study, mind mapping 
and media clips to 

find out more about 
fertility 

treatments.



Grade C
All will be able to describe

the different fertility 
treatments available.

Grade B
Most will be able to explain 

what they think is the 
biggest problem with 

fertility treatments and 
why.

Grade A/A*
Some will be able to give an 

opinion on ethical questions 
raised by the use of 
fertility treatments.



How might this kind 
of news make a 
couple feel and 

why?

What alternatives 
are available for 

Monica and 
Chandler? ðMake a 
list in your books.



Alternatives include:

Surrogacy

Adoption

IVF

Sperm donation

Egg donation

Artificial 
Insemination

Embryo donation



Around 1 in 7couples (14%) 
in the UK have problems 
being able to conceive a child.
There are many different 
factors involved in becoming 

pregnant and if there is a    
fault in any factor at any 
stage, then infertility can 
occur. Infertility is the 
inability to conceive 
children naturally. On July 
25th 1978, Louise Brown, 
the worldĴs first baby 
produced using IVF 
was born. Today, 
around 6000 babies 
are born every year in 

the UK as a result of IVF 
treatment. However, IVF 

only has a 15% success rate 
and can cost around £2,500 

for every attempt.

Importance of Infertility Treatment

ÅInfertility is an increasing issue in the UK 
with around 12 -14% of couples unable to 

conceive.

ÅMale infertility is a particular problem with 
around 1.5m men in the UK experiencing 

fertility problems.

Åin 2007, 12% of all births in the UK were as a 
result of fertility treatment - this shows how 
important it is to many thousands of couples.

ÅIt is part of human nature to want to have a 
child, it is how humanity continues. Many people 
suffer from depression and other mental health 

issues due to infertility . 

Any child born using DI (donor  
insemination) since 1st April 
2005, now has the legal right, 
once 18, to discover who their 
genetic parents are.



Treatment What I think it 
is

What it is
Why some people 

might disagree with 
this treatment

Artificial insemination
by a donor (AID)

Artificial insemination by 
husband/partner (AIH)

Egg donation

In -vitro 
fertilisation (IVF)

Surrogacy

Embryo donation

Fill in this 
column 
first...
Explain 
briefly what 
you think 
each one is. 
You are not 
meant to 
know ðmake 
an educated 
guess.

Fill in this 
column 
second...
Use the 
information 
around the 
room to fill 
in the 
correct 
answer.
How many 
did you 
guess right?

Finally...

Can you 
think of any 
reasons 
some people 
might 
disagree 
with any of 
these 
treatments?



Grade C

All will be able 
to describe

the different 
fertility 

treatments 
available.



Explain which 
of these you 
think would be 
the biggest 
problem and 
WHY.

Problems with 
fertility 

treatments...

Does it work 
first time?

Cost?

Egg, Embryo 
and Sperm 

donors

Surrogacy

Fertility 
drugs...Relationships...

There are NO 
GUARENTEES that 

fertility treatment will 
work at all. Many attempts 
over several years may be 

needed.

Fertility treatments 
can place a real 

strain on a couples 
relationship.

Fertility treatments are very 
expensive, whether for the 

couples themselves or the NHS 
ðnot all treatments are 

available on the NHS and there 
is a huge waiting list!

Having a baby through a donor can 
be very difficult for one or both 
members of the couple as they 

have to come to terms with raising 
a child that is not biologically 

theirs ðthe child may also want to 
find their biological parents at a 

later date.

These are often required 
as part of fertility 

treatments and can have 
uncomfortable side -

effects.

The surrogate may find it hard 
to give up a baby they have 

carried for 9 months and the 
couple may feel distant from 
the baby or that they are not 

in control of the situation.

What problems 
might arise from 
the use of 
fertility 
treatments? 

Mind map your 
ideas ðuse the 
prompts to help 
youé


