
Revision lesson 7

How effective were the guerrilla 
tactics in the Vietnam War?



Background 
to Vietnam 

War

Background to 
conflict

USA get 
involved

US 
response 
pre 1964

Gulf of 
Tonkin

1964

Domino Theory

Policy of 
Containment

French Empire

Japan WW2 17th Parallel

French-Indochina War

Fear of 
Communism

Investment 
in South

propaganda

Military advisors



Guerrilla Tactics
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Using source A and your own knowledge describe 
Search and Destroy tactics used by the US 8 marks

• “we started to move through the village, 
shooting everything in sight, children, men , 
women, and animals. Some was sickening. 
Their legs were shot off and they were still 
moving. They were just hanging there. I didn’t 
fire a single round and I didn’t kill anyone. I 
couldn’t”

• Taken from Bilton and Sim (1992) Four Hours 
ion My Lai



Target: Use of source and knowledge to describe key features

Using source A and your own knowledge describe Search and Destroy 
tactics used by the US 8 marks

• Candidates either submit no evidence or fail to address the 
question. 0

• Level 1: Basic description, using source or own knowledge
• e.g. the sources tells us that people had their legs shot off.
• e.g. everything in sight was shot 1 -2

• Level 2: EITHER
• Detailed description of limited aspects
• e.g. detailed description of one of the following aspects of the 

campaign ‘Search and Destroy’ , reference to the use of helicopters 
or  CIA informants, targeting Vietcong  suspects, use of torture, 
specific detail from My Lai including source content

• OR
• Limited description of wider range of aspects
• e.g. covers a range of detail including My Lai and several points 

from above



• Level 3: Detailed description of several 
aspects using source and own knowledge

• e.g. at least two aspects described in detail, 
from the list in level 2 6-8


